
Helping Pennsylvanians Make an Informed Choice

"My wife and I are helping our parents with the process of learning what the new 
drug coverage means for them. Fortunately, there are many trusted resources that 
seniors can turn to help them make an informed choice."  Senator Rick Santorum

• You can call 1-800-MEDICARE and get additional information about the 
Medicare drug coverage available to you.  By calling 1-800-MEDICARE, 
you can have a customized booklet mailed to you outlining your options.  
TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048.

 

• Every senior eligible for Medicare should have received a Medicare and You 
2006 handbook, which outlines the new Medicare drug coverage.  If you have 
not received your handbook, please call 1-800-MEDICARE and request a copy.

 

• Seniors, or friends and family members helping seniors, can also use 
Medicareʼs website (www.medicare.gov) to access important information 
about drug coverage options, including specific fact sheets covering a range 
of issues related to the new drug coverage and drug plan comparison tools. 
Seniors can also enroll in a drug plan on this website.

 

• When comparing drug plan options, it is important for you to have your cur-
rent healthcare coverage and prescription drug information in front of you.  
Knowing what coverage you currently have, and information about the drugs 
you use, including their names and dosages, will help you understand your 
needs and compare your options.

 

• You should weigh what matters to you about drug coverage, such as a pref-
erence for more protection if your drug needs change, or whether you prefer 
a lower premium.  You will be able to choose a plan that is right for you, 
based on your priorities of cost, coverage, and convenience.

 

• The Pennsylvania Department of Aging is a trusted resource that offers 
health insurance counseling for Pennsylvaniaʼs seniors.  These services and 
additional information are available by calling 717-783-6842 or online at 
(www.aging.state.pa.us).

 

• AARPʼs information about Medicare drug coverage can be found online at 
(www.aarp.org/medicarerx).

Contact Senator Rick Santorum...

WASHINGTON DC 
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
(202) 224-6324    (202) 228-0604 fax 
www.santorum.senate.gov  
ALTOONA 
Regency Square, Suite 220 
Route 220 North Altoona, PA 16601
(814) 946-7023    (814) 946-7025 fax 
 

ERIE 
1705 West 26th Street, Erie, PA 16508
(814) 454-7114    (814) 459-2096 fax 
 

HARRISBURG 
555 Walnut Street, 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
(717) 231-7540    (717) 231-7542 fax 
LEHIGH VALLEY 
3802 Federal Office Bldg. 
504 West Hamilton Street, 
Allentown, PA 18101 
(610) 770-0142    (610) 770-0911 fax 
COUDERSPORT 
81 Marvin Hill Road, 
Coudersport, PA 16915 
(814) 274-9773    (814) 274-2253 fax 
PHILADELPHIA 
Widener Building  
One South Penn Square, Suite 960
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
(215) 864-6900    (215) 864-6910 fax 
PITTSBURGH 
Landmarks Building 
100 West Station Square Drive 
Landmarks Building, Suite 250
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
(412) 562-0533    (412) 562-4313 fax 
 

SCRANTON 
527 Linden Street, Scranton, PA 18503
(570) 344-8799    (570) 344-8906 fax

Seniors with limited income and resources may qualify for extra help paying for Medicare drug coverage.  If you have 
not received an application or information about the extra help, and think you may be eligible, please contact the Social 
Security Administration (www.ssa.gov or 1-800-772-1213) and apply for extra help.  
 

• Seniors that qualify for extra help can expect to pay little or no premium, deductibles, or co-payments.
 

• Seniors that qualify for both Medicare and Medicaid will now have their drugs covered by Medicare.
 

• Seniors who get help in paying for their home heating and cooling expenses will not lose eligibility for their energy 
assistance by enrolling in a Medicare prescription drug plan.

• Seniors receiving food stamps who qualify for extra help paying for Medicare drug coverage will be better off enrolling 
in a Medicare prescription drug plan, even if this new coverage reduces their food stamp benefits because these seniors 
will get significantly more help and protection in drug coverage than the will lose from the reduction in food stamps.

 

• The Access to Benefits Coalitionʼs website (www.benefitscheckup.org) helps seniors screen for eligibility for extra 
help through the Social Security Administrationʼs website and helps seniors apply for other needs-based federal, 
state, and private programs that can save seniors money.

Extra Help for Seniors with Limited Income and Resources



“As your United States Senator, 

one of the greatest responsibilities 

I fulfill is advocating on behalf of 

Pennsylvania s̓ seniors to pro-

tect their health so they can age 

with the comfort and dignity they 

deserve.  Throughout my tenure 

in the Senate, I have fought to 

improve the Medicare program 

for seniors.  I was proud to sup-

port legislation that provides 

voluntary drug coverage through 

Medicare to help those enrolled 

in Medicare protect their health 

and save money on prescription 

drugs.  It is important for seniors 

and their friends and families to 

take the time to find out what this 

opportunity means for them.”

 U.S. SENATOR RICK SANTORUM

Fulfilling the promise 
to protect your 

health and savings

a Beginning January 1, 2006, Medicare will offer voluntary prescrip-
tion drug coverage for the first time.

 
a Enrolling in the new drug coverage means gaining the peace of 

mind of knowing that your health and pocketbook are protected 
against high drug costs.

 
a You can choose from the different Medicare-approved drug plans 

available in your area beginning November 15, 2005 through May 
15, 2006. If you enroll by December 31, 2005, your new drug cov-
erage will begin January 1, 2006.  If you enroll after December 31, 
2005, your coverage will start the first day of the month after you 
sign up.

 
a Since you have six months in which to choose a plan, you should 

take the time you need to make an informed choice in order to 
ensure that you pick the plan that will best meet your healthcare 
needs.  

 
a If you are currently without drug coverage and enroll by May 15, 

2006, you will not be subject to a penalty for delayed enrollment 
similar to the Medicare Part B delayed enrollment penalty.  

 
a If you have current prescription drug coverage you should expect 

to receive a detailed notice from your insurance company compar-
ing your current drug coverage to the standard Medicare coverage.  
If your current coverage is as good as the Medicare standard you 
can keep that coverage, but if it is not, then you have the opportu-
nity to pick a better plan.

The Basics

A message from U.S. Senator Rick Santorum to Pennsylvania's seniors 
about the new Medicare drug coverage.
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